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Many repercussions to home care cuts

DBy JOANNE CUNNINGHAM

Home care services are vet again
threatened with the state budget ax, with
Crov. David Paterson unveiling a deficit-
reduction plan that includes a catastroph-
ic $184 million in home care cuts.

If this plan is fully adopted, total cuts

to home care will approach a stunning
I.ﬂfhﬂmdolhnmhprdzm

Curs of this magnitude would be fatal
to many agencies and services. In fact, a
<urvey of New York home care agendies
last year found that nearly half would
consider closing their doors if there was
a 10 percent reduction in Medicaid pay-
INENs.

Since then, fiscal conditions have got-
ten worse with the ge of a 2009-10
<tate budget that dealt $145 million more
in devastating home care cuts last April.

Beyond cuts, providers this year are

Further cuts will
only jeopardize
access to cost-
effective home care
services

also besieged by an un ented fonlla
of new unﬁmr'd tes. This includes
a statewide Medicare rebilling process re-
cently imposed on providers. It is costing
home care agencies millions of dollars in
unantici administrative costs as the
e e hrusiiog whe
t ning wi r
fl:?m or Medicaid is I‘ﬁ[l:glﬂhll. to
pay when a patient is covered by both.
This task nfr‘l_hl!lmg maore r.h:n
30,000 prior-year claims — which will

require many agencies to devote tens
of thousands of staff hours — comes at
a time when staffing shortages already
challenge the provision of care.

Further cuts will only jeopardize ac-
cess to cost-effective home care services
that help panents avoid unwanted or
unnecessary nursing home admission,
obeain needed treatment at home for a
chronic condition or recover at home
after a hospital procedure.

Such blunt and destructive cuts are
avoidable, given that the home care
community has, alternatively, developed
sensible and construcuve solutions for

achieving Medicaid cost savings through

the Home Care Accessibility and Ef-
ficiency Improvement Act, a bill spon-
sored by Sen. Craig Johnson, D-Nassau
County.

These proposals are rooted in sound
policies that recognize home care’s

strengths as a cost-effective component
of health care. Unlike the governor’s cuts,
the 33 features of this legislaton will
both save Medicaid dollars and protect
vital services for patents by instrut-

ing home care program enhancements,
regulatory reforms, work force flexibil-
ity initiatives, quality and performance
standards and a realignment of financial
incentives,

It is bad enough to cut home care
programs that save Medicaid dollars,
allow patients to obtain care in the most
preferred setting and help support our
overall health care system by serving as
the safety net among transition points of
care. Worse yet is to disregard sensible
alrernanives.
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